328.   LETTER TO GEORGE JOSEPH

4-30 a.m., Saturday, April 12, 1924

MY DEAR JOSEPH,

The above is the wire1 sent to you in reply to yours. Fasting
in satyagraha has well-defined limits. You cannot fast against a
tyrant, for it will be as a piece of violence done to him. You
invite penalty from him for disobedience of his orders, but you
cannot inflict on yourself penalties when he refuses to punish and
renders it impossible for you to disobey his orders so as to compel
infliction of penalty. Fasting can only be resorted to against a
lover, not to extort rights but to reform him, as when a son fasts
for a parent who drinks. My fast at Bombay, and then at Bardoli,
was of that character. I fasted to reform those who loved me. But
I will not fast to reform, say, General Dyer who not only docs
not love me, but who regards himself as my enemy. Am I quite
dear?

How is Mrs. Joseph?

You must be patient. You are in an Indian State. Therefore,
you may wait in deputation on the Dewan and the Maharaja*
Get up a monster petition by the orthodox Hindus who may be
well-disposed towards the movement. See also those who are
opposing. You can support the gentle, direct action in a variety
of ways. You have already drawn public attention to the matter
by preliminary satyagraha. Above all, see to it that it neither
dies nor by impatience becomes violent.

BAPIT

From a copy : G.W* 5174. Courtesy: Krishnadas

* Fife tfee preceding item,    The telegram and this letter were refeased
to tfee Associated Press of India tke fotipwlag day,